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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the church of Our

Lady of Mount Carmel and the Shrine
of St Jude at Faversham. The
Carmelite friars came to Faversham
in 1926 and in doing so refounded
the English Province of the Order.
What was a small struggling mission
in East Kent is now a vigorous parish
community and also devotion to St
Jude has lead to the
establishing of a shrine
honouring that saint and
drawing pilgrims from far and
wide

Faversham itself is an
ancient market town on the
road from London to Dover,
just a few miles before the
traveller reaches Canterbury. In
the Middle Ages Faversham
was part of the Cinque Ports
Confederation, a reminder of

wars with France but also early
commercial expansion. King Stephen
is buried in the town and James II
made his escape to France in 1688
sailing from this ancient port.

The Church and Shrine of St Jude
are to be found in Tanners Street, on
the north west side of the town. Next
to the Church is a fine 18th century
house now known as “Whitefriars”,
the home today of the Carmelites
who care for the parish and shrine.
The story of this 18th century house
and the building now serving as the
Church are part of the history of
Faversham.

WHITEFRIARS
The house known as

“Whitefriars” is the oldest building on
the site. It is a fine Georgian house
built about 1740, on the steep slope
that drops from the level of Tanners

1

Mosaic on the front of the church.

The building of the Shrine, 1955



Street down to the banks of the West
Brook, on which also stand the
Newsletter Office buildings, and a
garden that includes the Rosary Way
and the Car Park.

The building that is now the
present church has had a chequered
history. It was built by William Hall in
1861 as a Quaker school, which
explains its “churchy” appearance.
Faversham was the centre of the
gunpowder industry that was largely
controlled by Quakers. The Directors
and foreman of the company were
Quakers and they built a school to
give their children a religious
education in accordance with their
beliefs. The original layout included a
courtyard under the building, now
enclosed to form the Parish hall. On
the outside of the pillars supporting
the building can be seen the grooves
and marks where the children used to
sharpen their slate pencils.

“Whitefriars” is rated as an
ancient monument. From the deeds
of adjoining properties it appears that
it was built by John Gilbert, who died
in 1746. He was a tanner by trade, so
the name of the street is no
misnomer; evidently his business was
prosperous enough to afford such a
splendid new home. His tan yard was
originally where the Church car park
now is, but was moved elsewhere,
and the site became a kitchen garden.
What is now the church was built as a
school for Quaker children in 1861.

Underneath the forecourt leading
to the house is a vaulted space that
was the armoury for the local

musketry school. It is now used by
the parish for meetings.

The Quaker school continued
until 1907 when the girls moved to
amalgamate with a boys school in
new premises at the Ethelbert Road
Council School. During the First
World War, on April 2nd, 1916,
there was an enormous explosion in
the local powder works down on the
marshes. The grave-stone of some
150 victims of the tragedy can still be
seen in the local cemetery, where
they were only afforded a communal
grave. When the war was over,
powder making moved north into
Scotland.

In 1910 the building was
acquired by East Kent Cinemas, and
after some alterations opened its
doors as the Empire Picture Hall. The
screen occupied the place of the main
windows in the Church, and the
projection shed was in the garden
behind the present Calvary. The first
programme included such gems as “A
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Story of Tomatoes”, “Father’s Pet
Child” and “Broncho, the Cowboy”
while a ‘capable pianist provided
musical accompaniment to each
picture’. The advent of the “talkies” in
the late 1920’s, put paid to The
Empire, being unable to seat ever
larger audiences, and thus it became
redundant and available for Fr. Elias
Lynch’s imaginative transformation.

THE PARISH
The Faversham mission was

established by the Canterbury parish.
Christmas Day 1899 was to be one of
the great importance for Catholics in
the town for, on that day, Mass was
celebrated, not just once, but three
times at 82, Abbey Street and,
thereafter once a month on the first
Sunday.

At about this time, the Diocese
acquired Plantation House, a large,
rambling property in Plantation Road,
Faversham, and, in October 1900,
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the Bishop of Southwark arranged for
a member of the Oblates of St.
Francis de Sales, from a community
at Walmer, to take up residence as
priest in charge of the Mission, and so
the Order commenced an association
with Faversham that was to continue
for the next 11 years. Soon, one of
the rooms in Plantation House was
converted into a tiny chapel dedicated
to St. Theodore of Tarsus. But life
could not have been easy for the lone
priests as, in 1903, the weekly
collection amounted to ‘half-a-crown’
(twelve and a half pence!).

In 1906, the town council
approved plans for a new chapel (to
accommodate about 65 people) to be
built in the grounds of the house. The
building was completed in four
months and Bishop Peter Amigo,
Bishop of Southwark travelled down
on 26th August to open and bless the
new church and to dedicate it to “Our
Lady of Compassion and St.
Theodore”.

THE CARMELITES
When the Oblates moved out in

1911, the priests of the Diocese took
over. And then, in 1926, the Irish
Province of the Carmelites contacted
Bishop Peter Amigo, explaining that
the Order was anxious to re-establish
a community in the land that had
been so intimately connected with the
Order before the Reformation. Might
there be an opening for a small
Community in Kent, so they would be
near their ancient house at Aylesford?The original church in Plantation Road
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(The Carmelites eventually returned
to Aylesford in 1949).

The Carmelite Friars are also
known as “Whitefriars” because of
the white cloaks they wear on solemn
occasions. The Order began with a
group of hermits living on Mount
Carmel in the Holy Land. About
1209 they asked Albert, the Patriarch
of  Jerusalem for a Rule, or way of
life, to follow. In 1242 they were
driven  out of the Holy  Land  by  the
Saracens, and came to Europe. One
group settled in Hulne, near Alnwick
in Northumberland, and another at
Aylesford in Kent. There were
Carmelites in this country from that
time until the Reformation.

To the delight of the Provincial, Fr.
Richard Colfer, the Bishop offered the

Order the Parishes of Faversham and
Sittingbourne. Thus Faversham can
truly claim to be  the gateway through
which the Carmelites passed on their
return to England and their first new
English home.

On 31st July 1926, Father J. J.
Cogan and Brother Franco Hicks
arrived at Plantation House, and the
following morning, 1st August, their
pastoral duties began in earnest.

Later in the year, Fr. Cogan was
joined by a recently ordained priest
who, in the years to come, would
have a huge impact on the Order in
England. Malachy Lynch was to take
over the Parish very soon, but it was
his brother Elias, as Parish Priest from
1933, who really established the
Parish as we know it today.

The Church at Easter


