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Dear friend 

September has crept up on me once more and again I find myself in front 
of the computer trying to put my thoughts and memories of the last few 
months into some sort of order.  
 
Summer is our busiest time of year, not only here in the priory, but in the 
many areas of work that members of the community find themselves do-
ing. As friars, part of our vocation is to go out and be and speak the Good 
News to others. Over the summer the friars of the priory have led retreats 
all around the country, attended and given talks at youth festivals, have 
taught in our universities, ministered in local parishes and led pilgrim 
groups in France and Poland. We have welcomed groups to Aylesford from 
Holland, the USA, Australia, Germany, Malta, and beyond. One of the areas 
where the pilgrimages are growing is amongst those who have made their 
home in Britain. Many of our pilgrims gather with others from their home-
land to celebrate their faith and culture. We have been happy to welcome 
those who hail from Italy, Portugal, Nigeria, South America, the Caribbean, 
Sri Lanka, India, Poland and the Philippines. What never ceases to amaze 
me is how the shrine and priory seems to resonate with them. So many 
seem to find in this place a space of welcome, peace and prayer. 
 

Around the Priory 
 

Recently I was asked how much does it cost to run Aylesford. After a little 
bit of help from our finance team I was able to say that it costs nearly 
£1700 a day to keep the priory going. It is a huge sum to find and then use 
well. This year, thanks to your generosity and to some kind souls who re-
membered us in their wills,  we have invested a huge amount of money in 
the buildings and grounds. In August the thatching was completed on the 
West Barn. The ongoing battle with pot holes is (hopefully) tamed for the 
moment. Our volunteer gardening group is doing sterling work in keeping 
the weeds at bay, the pathways clear and the grounds looking beautiful. 
Early in June I was opening up the chapels one morning to find both the 
Relic Chapel and St. Joseph’s Chapel had been flooded with the torrential 
rain that had fallen overnight. We have been baffled as to the cause of the 
water coming into the chapels for many months. We have had the roofs 
inspected and no cause found. Finally, now we think we may have the an-
swer. It appears that the lead flashings around the roofs are too shallow, 
thus the water can seep over them. It is a problem that we will have to fix 
soon as we are told that this type of torrential rain will be more common in 
our part of the world. 

Scenes from the summer 

Our two black swans still delight all  
visitors to the priory 

The new thatched roof on the West Barn 

looks magnificent 

Rain damage in the chapels 

 



 

In the last newsletter we reported on the damage to the Scapular Vision statue. We sent it to the restorer who has 
done an amazing piece of work. Hopefully the statue will remain on display here at Aylesford for many generations 
to come, but sadly, we are advised that we should no longer carry the statue in procession. I have certainly missed 
the sight of the statue in our Rosary Way processions. We now know that it will cost £3000 for a copy of the statue 
to be made and for this lovely tradition to continue. 
 

The Year of Mercy 
 

The Jubilee of Mercy will end on the 20th November. I think it has been a time of grace and blessing. From my office 
window I can see pilgrims making their way to the Door of Mercy and placing themselves in the sacred and safe 
space. I have been deeply humbled when celebrating Reconciliation with so many of you and I can see how the 
Lord is at work in your lives. So often that movement to him is gentle but constant. People can worry so much, but 
the Sacrament so beautifully challenges us with who we are and assures us that we are loved by him. Pope Francis, 
whilst in Krakow this summer, spoke with such clarity and wisdom to some seminarians and young religious from 
around the world 
 
“For us who are disciples, it is important to put our humanity in contact with the flesh of the Lord, to bring to him, 
with complete trust and utter sincerity, our whole being. As Jesus told Saint Faustina, he is happy when we tell him 
everything: he is not bored with our lives, which he already knows; he waits for us to tell him even about the events 
of our day (cf. Diary, 6 September 1937). That is the way to seek God: through prayer that is transparent and un-
afraid to hand over to him our troubles, our struggles and our resistance. Jesus' heart is won over by sincere open-
ness, by hearts capable of acknowledging and grieving over their weakness, yet trusting that precisely their God's 
mercy will be active.” 
 
On the 20th November we will close our Holy Door. But I believe that the Door has opened many hearts to the grace 
that God wants to pour into our hearts. Many times this year the community has spoken about the mercy of God. I 
myself have watched people as they have heard this message. The affect is so liberating. I have seen people’s pos-
ture and focus change before my eyes as they hear of the mercy of God that he wants to lavish upon them. This 
year has left me full of gratitude and hope. I have a renewed sense of my need for the Sacrament of Penance and 
my monthly celebration of this Sacrament is indeed what it is meant to be – a celebration. Let’s all pray that the 
fruits of this jubilee may nourish us for many years to come. And let us thank God for the amazing blessing he has 
given us in Pope Francis. What an amazing disciple of Jesus he is, leading so many to him. 
 

Remembering.Fr Malachy 
 

Whenever I pass through the Prior’s Hall I see the beautiful Kossowski paintings that tell the story of the Carme-
lites’ presence here at Aylesford. Prominent among them is the painting depicting the return of the Carmelites to  
 

Summer Fayre Success 

Many friends joined us for a beautiful sunny day at the Summer Fayre where we were 
entertained by the Essex Dog Display Team, a motorbike stunt show, some delightful 
Shetland ponies and much more. We are so thankful to all who helped on the day in so 
many ways and especially to our friends of the newsletter who helped by sending their 
draw tickets back quickly. The winners of the Draw are on the right. The Fayre raised 
just under £10,000 to help with the ongoing  maintenance of the priory buildings. 

GRAND DRAW WINNERS 

 1st Prize Magda Ong from Lon-

don 
 2nd Prize Sylvia Scott from Gil-
lingham 
 3rd Prize Ann Hayden from 
Maidstone 
 4th Prize Angela Bergström-
Allen from York 



Aylesford in 1949. In that picture is Fr Malachy Lynch, the first prior 
of Aylesford since the reformation. Malachy was a man of courage 
and vision. I am too young to remember him but seldom a week will 
pass without a chance meeting with someone who had heard him 
preach, or volunteered to the restoration work at the shrine. I am of 
that generation of friars that know that we need to treasure these 
memories and somehow preserve them. Fr Wilfrid this year com-
pleted his biography of Fr Malachy and the book was launched on 
15th September. The book is available in the Friars gift shop and via 
the Carmelite website www.carmelite.org 

 
Remembering those who have gone before us 
 

I am writing this and in the background is playing Mozart’s Requiem 
in D minor. It is achingly beautiful and hopeful. This year the Carme-
lites in Britain have returned to the Lord three friars, Fr Joseph Kelly, 
Fr Conleth Doyle and in July, on our patronal feast, Fr Bernard Jones 
died. Others in the province are living with severe life limiting illness. 
It seems that the Lord is calling many of his faithful ones home. This is 
sad indeed but it is also something that we long for. If we believe in 
the promise of Jesus, that he himself will come and take us home, 
then this is something that we have been preparing all our lives for. 
Our funeral liturgy puts it most eloquently. “Indeed for your faithful, 
Lord, life is changed not ended, and when this earthly life dwelling 
returns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made ready for them in 
heaven.” 
 
 Autumn is one of those seasons that somehow sets the tone for re-
membrance. I have noticed that some of our trees have begun to 
turn to their autumn colours as nature prepares to lose her adorn-
ment and return to the earth. Longer nights and shorter days turn our 
thoughts to those who have gone before us. When working as a 
priest in a parish I cherished those moments when I helped families 
to return the gift of a loved one back to God and to help them as they 
came to terms with their loss. One thing I used to tell them is to talk 
about their dead relatives and friends, to tell their story. It is so im-
portant. In our little community we often tell the stories of our broth-
ers who are now with the Lord. I believe that our relationships with 
dead loved ones are very real. They are simply a prayer and a mem-
ory away. The Church tells us to continue to pray for the dead and to 
remember them. When we die, many of us are not ready to behold 
the full glory of God because of sin and letting things get in the way 
of his loving of us. Our prayers help the Holy Souls to see for the first 
time the real beauty of who they are and who it is that created that 
beauty. Prayer is never wasted and always fruitful in some way, even 
it is not obvious to us at the time. In this Newsletter you will find in-
formation about our November list. If you would like your loved ones 
to be remembered by the community at Mass and when we gather 
for prayer in the month of November, please fill in the form provided 
and return it to us. 
 
 May Mary, the most merciful Mother of God, kindest comforter of 
those who mourn, commend to her Son the souls of his servants 
who have departed this life, that through her intercessions they may 
quickly reach their longed for home in the heavenly kingdom and 
live for ever and ever, Amen 
 
 
 
 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
A weekend residential Retreat for people hurt-
ing after an abortion. An opportunity to get 
away from the daily pressures of work and fam-
ily, to focus on a painful time in life and to be-
gin healing through a supportive and non-
judgemental process. 
Cost £200.  www.rachelsvineyard.org.uk 

 

 9 Oct 2016   
All Filipino Marian Pilgrimage 
13.30   Rosary Procession followed by Mass 

 

28—30 Oct 2016 
Merciful Like the Father Retreat 
Bishop John Arnold, author of the book Quality 
of Mercy will be reflecting on the themes Pope 
Francis called for in this residential retreat. 
Cost £160 single, £155 Senior, £146 shared  

 

26 - 27 Nov 2016.THE FRIARS CHRISTMAS  
FAYRE,  10am - 4pm.  
Seasonal entertainment, craft and gift stalls. 
Entrance £4.50, children under 12 free 

 

2-4 Dec 2016. Advent Retreat 
A gentle retreat reflecting upon St John the 
Baptist and Our Lady. They were figures of 
waiting, expectation and hope. How do they 
speak to us today? 
Cost £160 single, £155 Senior, £146 shared  

 

9 Dec 2015. Carols by Candlelight Concert 
7.15pm. Traditional Carols in preparation for 
Christmas 

Forthcoming Retreats and Pilgrimages 

Fr Wilfrid’s new book , priced £9.95 is available 

from September in The Friars’ gift shop 

http://www.carmelite.org
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Community News 
 

Community seeks out moments of celebration. These are the things that 
bring us joy and make ordinary days extraordinary. In June, Fr. Michael Cox, 
received the news that he had been awarded a doctorate for his study of 
the life of St. John the Baptist in Mark’s Gospel. As well as a scripture 
scholar, Michael is a philosopher and he brought both disciplines into dia-
logue in his thesis. We are very proud of Michael’s achievement and hard 
work. Br. Paul de Groot celebrated a significant birthday. I won’t say how 
old, but suffice to say, it involves a pension. We marked both occasions in 
the best way we know how. We thanked God and then had a lovely meal 
together. In a couple of weeks, we will celebrate again as Brother Richard 
Green makes his simple profession of vows here at Aylesford and then 
moves to York to begin his ministerial formation. 
 

Looking forward 
 

One of my young friends sends me constant reminders of the nearness of 
Christmas; for him this is measured in the number of ‘big sleeps’ until 
Christmas Day. Although we are just into autumn I am finding myself having 
to think Christmas thoughts at meetings planning the Christmas Fayre here 
at the end of November. Last year was a huge success and we are trying to 
build on that. Enclosed you will find our Christmas Draw tickets. The money 
raised is of huge significance to us and our work here. I know you will be 
generous but I do not take your kindness for granted. 
 

And finally... 
 

At the end of October I travel to Indonesia for a meeting of friars who are 
involved in formation and vocations promotion. Normally at that time I 
would be writing the newsletter so I have asked Fr. Kevin to be your scribe 
for the winter newsletter. Please keep that meeting in your prayers as the 
Order looks at how to encourage young people in their Carmelite vocation. 
I will leave you with the words of wisdom that I heard from Pope Francis as 
I sat in a field in Krakow with 1.6 million young Catholics in July: 
 

“God loves us the way we are and no sin, fault or mistake of ours makes 
him change his mind. As far as Jesus is concerned—as the Gospel shows—
no one is unworthy of, or far from, his thoughts. No one is insignificant. 
He loves all of us with a special love; for him all of us are important: you 
are important! God counts on you for what you are, not for what you pos-
sess. In his eyes the clothes you wear or the kind of cell phone you use are 
of absolutely no concern. He doesn’t care whether you are stylish or not; 
he cares about you! In his eyes you are precious and your value is inesti-
mable.” 
 

May God give you grace and peace 

 

Fr Damian Cassidy, O.Carm. 
Prior 




