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Christian spirit helps
musicians take God’s
gifts to new heights
by Peter Jennings
THE New English Orchestra (NEO)
and Singers gave an exhilarating
two-hour Recreatio performance at
Birmingham Town Hall last
Saturday.
It is 34 years since the NEO,
founded by Nigel Swinford, gave its
inaugural concert in the famous old
Town Hall on January 2, 1976.
Mr Swinford formed the ecumenical NEO with the express
purpose of drawing together
Christian singers and professional
musicians to specialise in a wide
variety of spiritual music.
Guests included Archbishop
Bernard Longley and Mgr Mark
Crisp, rector of St Mary’s College,
Oscott, seminary of the archdiocese

The Carmelites – discerning God’s call
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of Birmingham.
It was the first time that Archbishop Longley, a former student at
the Royal Northern College of
Music in Manchester and a member
of the choir at New College, Oxford,
had experienced musical hospitality
from the NEO.
“In this beautiful music the
achievements of composers and
today’s musicians reflect God’s
creativity and generosity.
“His benevolent love for humanity shone through this concert,
which was full of joy and faith,”
Archbishop Longley said. “It was
very evident to an appreciative audience that all the singers and musicians were united by a generosity of
spirit – this brought warmth and
brightness to a thoroughly profes- Enjoyment: Archbishop Bernard Longley with Nigel Swinford, founder and conductor of the New English Orchestra and
Singers, Carolyn Swinford, Mgr Mark Crisp (Rector of Oscott College) and Julie Fry, NEO administrator Photo by PETER JENNINGS
sional performance.”

Irish poverty groups unite
to demand jobs not cuts
By Helen O’Callaghan
NO more welfare cuts – that was the
call from The Poor Can’t Pay, a
coalition of groups including Social
Justice Ireland, Society of St Vincent
de Paul and Focus Ireland, in the
wake of Ireland’s recent budget
which saw cuts of just over four per
cent in social welfare rates.
The Poor Can’t Pay – set up last
summer in response to fears sparked
by the McCarthy Report that social
welfare rates would be severely cut –
said the Government’s slashing of
welfare rates was having a very practical negative impact on people who
were already struggling to get by.
Dr Mary Murphy, an academic in
the Department of Sociology at NUI
and a member of the Poor Can’t Pay,
said the cumulative impact of multiple cuts was having a truly punishing effect on the poorest people.
She cited a number of measures
that proved the state was “coming at
the poor from lots of different
angles,” including cuts of €8 a week
in social welfare, the loss of the

Christmas bonus, which equates to
one week’s social welfare payment,
cuts in the rent supplement, extra
charges on prescriptions, the impact
of carbon tax on the cost of fuel and
the loss of the full waiver on refuse
charges.
Analysis conducted by The Poor
Can’t Pay found that, pre-budget,
people on social welfare were seven
times more likely to be in debt for
basic utility bills.
“These people didn’t have any
room for manoeuvre in their weekly
budgets as things were. They were
already pinned to the wire.
“We have to remember that the
social welfare rate is significantly
below the poverty line. Pre-budget,
the basic weekly social welfare payment was €204 – less than the official poverty line.”
Insisting that those impacted by
the recent swathe of cuts “just can’t
take any more”, Dr Murphy added:
“We’re calling on the Government to
give a public commitment that they
won’t cut social welfare in the next
budget. They should focus instead on
job-creation and job-retention.”

Concern as hate crimes
rise in BNP target seats
By Paul Donovan
THE Catholic Association
for Racial Justice (CARJ)
has called for communities
to stand together after published statistics showed
racial and religiously motivated crime rose following
the election of British
National
Party
(BNP)
councillors.
The report, in a national
newspaper, drawn from police
statistics showed complaints
of hate crime rising in wards
in the West Midlands, London
and Essex after the election of
a BNP member, in spite of
decreases in hate crime in
wider police areas.
CARJ co-ordinator Rosie
Bairwal was not surprised by
the findings.
“Wherever in the country

the BNP has campaigned,
their intention has been the
same – to try and divide communities against each other.
“I have heard reports from
people living in the communities where the BNP is actively
campaigning for political
office, and the effect is often
the same.
“There is an increase in the
number of racial attacks
directed against ethnic minority communities, particularly
verbal abuse which may not
be reported to the police, and
so not appear in official
statistics.”
CARJ is also concerned
about “the level of fear experienced within those ethnic
minority communities because they feel victimised by
the negative and insulting
campaigns waged against
them”.

“The BNP campaign uses a
catalogue of misinformation
which blames black people for
issues which are not their fault
or responsibility, such as the
rise in unemployment –
caused by the recession – or
the shortage of affordable and
social housing, which is a
matter for government policy,”
said Ms Bairwal.
“It is important that communities stand firm, in solidarity with each other, right
across ethnic lines and do not
allow the BNP to divide them
with their negative, divisive
and unfair campaigns.”
Meanwhile, Fr Shaun
Smith, of the Sacred Heart
parish in the north of
Sheffield, renewed his call for
faith communities to stand
together with organisations
such as Unite Against Fascism
and Hope not Hate in an effort

to repel the far-right threat.
“Over the last decade,
Sheffield’s faith communities
have played a crucial role in
opposing the BNP’s attempt to
use racism and Islamophobia
to divide our city, as well as its
claim to speak on behalf of
Christians,” said Fr Smith.
“This year will see further
challenges. We face the
prospect of the anti-Islamic
English Defence League coming to Sheffield, as well as the
BNP attempting to make
progress in this year’s local
and general election, following its breakthrough in the
European election in our
region.
“Sheffield is the country’s
first ‘City of Sanctuary’, a status endorsed by Sheffield City
Council and we want to keep
it a place of tolerance and
mutual respect for everyone.”

Priest urges Catholics to keep youth’s fading faith alight

PROVIDENCE
CONVENT
PRAYER
PHONE LINE

by Michael Kavanagh

0208 447 8982
The Providence Convent Prayer
Line is open every Tuesday and
Thursday from 7pm till 9pm. At all
other times requests can be left for
prayers on the answerphone. They
will be prayed for daily in front of
the Blessed Sacrament.
091500260
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Message: Fr Leon Ó Giolláin and Brian McKee

AN IRISH priest has identified a ‘restlessness of spirit’ among young people
and said Catholics must help stoke their
‘embers of faith’.
Jesuit priest and college chaplain Fr
Leon Ó Giolláin was speaking at Greenhills Ecumenical Conference, which
was held in Drogheda this week.
Addressing the theme ‘Young people,
the Church and change’, Fr Ó Giolláin
told of personal encounters with students who he said were “curious about
the Church, but sceptical”.
Many were attached to the faith by a
‘mere thread’ such as a St Christopher’s
medal or Rosary beads, while in others
he had found a genuine openness and
curiosity about the transcendent.
Dealing with young adults today, it is
often necessary to “stoke the embers of
religious sentiment that lie deep beneath
the overlay of cultural slack”, he said.
While self-affirmation has taken over

from the affirmation of God, and young
people distract themselves with travel,
and the endless search for more and
more experiences, “this is really a restlessness of spirit”, said Fr Ó Giolláin.
Quoting Luigi Guissani, Fr Ó Giolláin said that in the prevailing culture,
many of the great questions are deemed
senseless and suppressed. This leads to
confusion and, “in the worst analysis
can lead to suicide”.
In the public discourse on suicide –
now the leading cause of death among
young people – everything but the
spiritual aspect is discussed, but “the
spiritual factor may be significant”.
Brian McKee, the youth officer for
the diocese of Down and Connor, said:
“Ministry is about relationships, making young people feel welcome, alive
and wanted.
“No previous generation has inherited
so little of their parents’ faith. The question is whether our faith will have
children, and not whether our children
will have faith.”

AS vocations promoter for
the British Province of
Carmelites, people often
ask me what I look for in a
potential friar.
Really, this is the wrong
question. The question we
actually have to ask is what
God is wanting for the
man pondering God’s call,
rather than running through
a check-list of criteria.
The ministry of the
vocations promoter, however, is not recruitment, but
rather to help the person
discern how God is calling
him. Having said that,
there are some key things
to consider, and the role of
the vocations promoter in
any religious order or diocese is to help the enquirer
to discern whether they
would feel at home with
that particular community,
or not.
A common misconception – particularly in this
age of psychological profiling and criminal records
bureau checks – is that
we’re looking for ‘perfect’
people. In reality, we
accept people as they are.
One key sign that God
may be calling someone to
religious life is if they have
a mature relationship with
God, combined with a
capacity for human growth,
which will be seen in the
quality of their existing
relationships.
Entering an order such
as the Carmelites means
entering into a two-way
relationship. We ask the
man what contribution he
can bring to our community; not only his talents
and abilities, but the presence of his very self.
He also has to ask if he
can be at home and grow
with this family who will
welcome, challenge and
value him. That is why
discerning a vocation
together requires a dialogue, listening to each

other, and listening together
to God’s call, which is usually a gentle whisper in the
heart, rather than a shout
from the heavens.
The friars’ way of life is
to be very much at the
heart of society and on the
fringes of society, forming
praying communities at the
service of all God’s people.
This means that the potential friar needs to have –
like Christ – a spirit of service and availability, a
willingness to listen, and
the ability to stand alongside others, rather than
judging them.
Precisely how the friar
is going to serve depends
upon his particular gifts
and interests, and the needs
of the Church and society
at the present time. Many
religious orders were
founded with a specific
purpose, or ‘charism’, such
as teaching, nursing, or
education.
The Carmelite charism
is not based on one specific ministry; rather, our
mission from the Lord is
to help people become
contemplative, which
means developing a friendship with God and being
transformed into ‘another
Christ’ by being open to
the Holy Spirit. This can
come about through the
way we pray, the way we
live in community, and
the way we serve those
in need.
Since our ministries are
adaptable, we try to make
use of the gifts and talents
that each brother brings to
the order.
Many of our friars are
ordained, but all our brothers are in ministry serving
the Church in parishes,
as chaplains working in
universities, schools, hospitals and prisons, or as
retreat-givers and spiritual
directors.
Some friars join us having had a professional
career, and in recent years
we have welcomed men

Multi-talented: Brother Ged, a former radiologist, speaking to the media during the
visit of the relics of St Thérèse to Aylesford Priory

who were radiographers,
social workers, nurses, linguists and teachers. Where
appropriate, these men
have been able to develop
and utilise the skills and
experience they bring with
them into Carmel.
A calling to the priesthood is not heard by all our
friars, and our founding
Rule of St Albert makes no
distinctions between the
ordained and unordained.
We are brothers first and
foremost.

Apostolate
It is rare these days for
a man to approach the
order who doesn’t have
some experience of work
and relationships, and normally we would not accept
anyone under the age of
21, since it’s important for
someone making this step
to have a certain degree of
maturity before entering
one of our six friar communities in Britain.
A crucial part of a friar’s
apostolate is to stand
alongside people in the
joys and difficulties of life;
this requires a certain

empathy and the wisdom
that comes from experience. At the same time, we
rarely accept a man over
45, since it is often too
hard for people to adapt to
the very real challenges
and demands of community living in the second
half of life.
In the British Province,
God has continued to bless
us with vocations and we
currently have five friars in
initial formation, that is,
who have yet to make
Solemn Vows.
We pray that we will
continue to be a community of communities which
is attractive and welcoming
to someone wanting to
devote his entire life to
God as a friar.
Interestingly, we have
also seen in recent years a
resurgence of vocations
among lay people who
want to devote themselves
entirely to God by following the Carmelite way of
life according to their own
circumstance.
These ‘Lay Carmelites’
in our Third Order Chapters and Carmelite
Spirituality Groups are

increasingly sharing our
work and mission – and
that of the Carmelite
sisters – to preach and to
be Good News.
We live in exciting
times, as the Carmelite
charism continues to
develop and grow.
If you would like to
know more about the
Carmelite vocation,
please consult our website www.carmelite.org
or give me a call on:
01904 428492
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THE LEAVEN Carmelite Secular Institute

A CALL in my
daily life?
HOW CAN I GIVE
MYSELF
TOTALLY TO GOD
AND TO THE
WORLD?
These promptings must come from God but the
challenge is too difficult for me alone. The Church
offers a special way of life to groups of dedicated
lay people. The Leaven shares the rich heritage of
the Order of Carmel. Members choose to live and
work in the world and express their total dedication
to Christ by taking the vows of celibacy, poverty and
obedience which they live in their ordinary everyday
lives. Single women and widows - for further details:

The Secretary, The Leaven c/o The Friars,
Ayesford, Kent ME20 7BX
Tel: 01923 823945
Email: leaven@ouvip.com
Website: www.theleaven.org.com

091500219

For God...
for the
Church..

St. Joseph’s Carmelite
Monastery, Tallow,
Co. Waterford, Ireland
We invite you to experience
A life less ordinary...
Carmelite life
for women aged 22-40
Enquires:
email: teresatallow@eircom.net
www.carmelitetallow.org
00353 58 56205
091100056

Our quarterly newsletter unites friends of St. Jude in a bond of prayer
with the Carmelite Order and supports its missionary work
in developing countries.
For your free copy please write to:
St. Jude’s Newsletter, P.O. Box 140,
ME20 7SJ, England
Tel: 01795 539214
www.stjudeshrine.org.uk
091500194

