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Carmelites of Norwich

PART I: INTRODUCTION

This booklet contains references and information derived from a number of sources about
the Carmelite friary of Norwich which have been collected together in chronological order (Part I1).
Finally, in Part 111 contains a bibliography of the sources used.

Fr. Richard Copsey, O.Carm.
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Carmelites of Norwich

PART Il A: CHRONOLOGY

(Unless otherwise indicated, all Carmelites mentioned in this chronology were, at the time,
members of the community of the Carmelite Priory, Norwich)

1256

1257, 27 Sept

Bale claims that the house was founded in this year. [Bodl. Libr., Ms. Bodley 73,
fo. v verso].

Also Bale notes that friars came from Burnham Norton to found the house in
Norwich. [Bodley 73, fo. 79v].

This date is confirmed by copies of some early charters relating to the priory
which exist in Norfolk & Norwich Record Office, Ms. Book of Pleas, fos. 50-50v
(and also in a copy of this book in P.R.0O.). These extracts have been edited in J.
Kirkpatrick, History of the Religious Orders and Communities and of the
Hospitals and Castle of Norwich, ed. D. Turner, (Yarmouth, 1845), 152-3, 166-7.

“Know all men present and to come, that I, Philip, the son of Warin, son of Adam
Arnald, have given and granted, and by my present charter confirmed, to Master
William de Southfeld, archdeacon of Norwich, and to his heirs and assigns, all my
messuage in the city of Norwich, with all buildings contained in it in Cowgate,...”
[Kirkpatrick, 152].

Kirkpatrick states that this charter was read and delivered by the hands of Philip,
the son of Warin, son of Adam, in a full court of Norwich, on Thursday next after
the Feast of St. Matthew, in the forty-first year of the said king Henry.

“To all people who shall see or hear this present writing, Master William de
Southfeld, archdeacon of Norwich, greeting. Know ye all, that that whole
messuage which | bought® of Philip Cowgate, the son of Warin, son of Adam
Arnald, in the city of Norwich, with all the buildings in the same messuage
contained. If the friars of Carmel there shall not inhabit the said messuage, or,
after they have begun to inhabit it, shall leave it with a purpose? of not dwelling
there longer, it shall revert to the said Philip and his heirs, freely, quietly, and
entirely, without the contradiction of me, or my heirs, or successors, or assigns,...”
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1272, 29 June

1272, 11 Aug

Carmelites of Norwich

Y In the Friars’ Exemplication of 24 April 1533: “Quod mihi dedit et commisit,
Philippus,..” ?animo or omnino.
[Kirkpatrick, 152-3].

From these charters, it appears that the Carmelites took over a messuage as a
place of residence. This messuage was granted by Philip Cowgate to Master
William Southfield, archdeacon of Norwich, in order that it might be used by the
Carmelites. The messuage was to revert to Cowgate or his heirs if the Carmelites
did not inhabit the site or if they later left it. [Kirkpatrick, 153].

Blomefield has “Philip, son of Warine, son of Adam Arnold, or Ernold, of
Cowgate, in Norwich, merchant” Blomfield explains that the east part of the city,
in Edward the Confessor’s time, was a marsh, extending from Pokethorp-gate to
the city walls by Consford-gates. The entrance to it was by Pokethorp and from
the cows feeding and entering there, it was called Cowgate; the marsh joining to
that on the other side of the river was called Cows-holm or Cows-Marsh. In this
holm, the cathedral was built; the south part of it, which joins the holm, was
called Cows-ford because the river was fordable to cattle to pass over; this is now
corruptly called Consford. Philip de Cowgate settled his messuage with all the
buildings and yards thereto belonging, lying between the messuage of Ralph the
chaplain, then vicar of Wrottyng, on the south part, and the messuage formerly
Robert de Holveston’s on the north part, and extended in length from the highway
called Cowgate which lies west to the ditch of the said messuage towards the east.
[Blomefield, 414-5, n7]. The site of the friary was on the east side of Cowgate
street where it stood between the church of St. James and the river. [VCH. 431].

Bale further claims that, after the death of his wife, Philip Cowgate joined the
Order and became a lay brother. He died on 23rd April (no year given) and was
buried in the friary. [Bodley 73, fo. 51v: Harley 3838, fo. 20v] As Bale was a
member of this community, he would seem to be recording a local tradition.
Founders’ list: ’Nordovici fundator frater Philippus Cowgate, eius quondam
urbis civis ac pretor, anno Domini 1268". [Egan thesis, 278].

“On the Feast of St. Peter & St. Paul, in the early morning when the monks rise to
say the first psalms, there was an earthquake. The tower of Trinity church fell.”
[Annales Ecclesiae Norwicensis by Bartholomew de Cotton, a monk of Norwich,
in Wharton, Henry, Anglia Sacra, (London: Richard Chiswel, 1691), i, 399].

“In the same year year, on the day following the feast of St. Lawrence, the
citizens of the city attacked the monastery and burnt a large part of the buildings.”

page 3



1272

Undated

Carmelites of Norwich

[Annales Ecclesiae Norwicensis by Bartholomew de Cotton, a monk of Norwich,
in Wharton, Henry, Anglia Sacra, (London: Richard Chiswel, 1691), i, 399].

William of Dunwich, citizen of Norwich, bequeathed one mark to the Carmelites.
[Testm. Autograph in Guildhall: Kirkpatrick, 187].

(Kirkpatrick says the hand is of Henry 111 or Edward I’s time, i.e. 1260-1300): the
friars agreed to return any offerings that they might receive from parishioners of
the cathedral priory.

“To all the faithful people of Christ, to whom the present writing shall come, the
Friars of Mount Carmel, in Norwich, greeting in the Lord. Know ye all, that by
the tenor of these presents, we have obliged ourselves, for us and our successors
(sub religione Sacramenti nostri,) under our solemn oath, that we will not
knowingly receive any oblations from the parishioners of the churches of the lord
prior and the convent of Norwich, namely, of the churches of St. Martin before
the gates of the bishop in Norwich, of St. James, and of St. Paul, to the damage of
the churches aforesaid. And if anything of oblation shall be received by us of the
said parishioners, we will presently restore it to the said churches. In testimony of
which thing, we have caused our seal to be affixed to the present writing, and
have procured the seal of the consistory of Norwich to be affixed.”

Kirkpatrick notes that the friars’ seal is lost; but the label to which it was fixed
remains, whereon is written part of a line of the same hand with the deed, and
seems to have been designed at first for the beginning of the said deed, namely:
“Fidelibus ad quos presens scriptum pervenerit frater Rogerus;” so that one
Roger was probably at that time prior of the White Friars. The seal of the
consistory remains and it is the same with that which is affixed to William
Dunwich’s wife’s will, namely, a church. [Reg. 1, E. Cath. N. fo. 260:
Kirkpatrick, 157-8].

1277, 27, 28 March There was a royal alms of 20s. for two day’s pittance. [PRO E 101/350/23,

m. 1: Egan, K., The Establishment and Early Development of the Carmelite Order
in England (Ph.D. Thesis, Cambridge University, 1965), 129].

1277, March-April There was a royal alms of 40s. for four day’s pittance. [PRO E 101/350/23,

m. 1: Egan, K., The Establishment and Early Development of the Carmelite Order
in England (Ph.D. Thesis, Cambridge University, 1965), 129].

1285, 1, 2, 3 April There was a royal alms of 30s. for three day’s pittance. [PRO C 47/4/2, fo.

25v: Egan, K., The Establishment and Early Development of the Carmelite Order
in England (Ph.D. Thesis, Cambridge University, 1965), 129].
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Carmelites of Norwich

1289, 3 Oct  "Tercio die Octobris. Et pro putura Fratrum de Ordine Montis Carmeli per dictos
1ij dies eadem vice xxx s." [Records of the Wardrobe and Household 1286-1289,
ed. B. Byerly & C. Byerly, (London, H.M.S.0O., 1986), 297].

1290 Roger de Tybenham, chaplain, left a bequest of 4 shillings to the Carmelites (and
to other orders of friars). [Autograph in Guildhall: Kirkpatrick, 185].

1292 Sir Oliver Ingham, knight, was buried in the church. [Kirkpatrick, 171].

c1300 Dame Lora Argentein, wife of Sir Reignald Argenteyne, who lived tempore

Edward the first (1273-1307), sister of Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, was
buried in the church. [P.L.N.N.: Kirkpatrick, 171].

1304-5 William Tutte was presented at the leet for having taken away a certain
boundsmark placed between the friars of Mount Carmel and Richard atte Grene.
[Rot. Lete, 33 Edw I: Kirkpatrick, 155].

1319 Joan, widow of Sir Robert de Castone, knt., in his will left 10 marks to the
Carmelites, out of money arising from the sale of her messuage in St. James’
parish, for two annuals to be celebrated for her own and husband’s souls. She
made a similar bequest to the Austin Friars. [Rot. Cart. 13 Edw 2: Blomefield,
417 & Kirkpatrick, 175-6]. Kirkpatrick notes that the Carmelites afterwards
obtained this messuage for the enlargment of their place.

1321 Dame Alice Everard was buried in the church. [Blomefield, 417].

1322, 20 July "Licence for the alienation in mortmain by Master Thomas Buteturte, parson of the
church of Tuytishale, and Richard de Hebersete, parson of the church of Beghton,
of a messuage in Norwich, adjoining the dwelling place of the prior and Carmelite
friars of Norwich, to the said friars, for the enlargement of their dwelling-place.”
[Cal. Patent Rolls, 1321-1324, (London: HMSO, 1904), 183].

1326, 18 Jan There was a royal alms indicating a community of 50 friars (at 4d. per head).
[PRO E 101/381/14: Egan, K., The Establishment and Early Development of the
Carmelite Order in England (Ph.D. Thesis, Cambridge University, 1965), 129].

1328, 23 Sept There was a royal alms indicating a community of 37 friars (at 4d. per head).

[PRO E 101/383/14: Egan, K., The Establishment and Early Development of the
Carmelite Order in England (Ph.D. Thesis, Cambridge University, 1965), 129].
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1332, 10 Feb

Carmelites of Norwich

"[Licence for the alienation in mortmain] to the prior and Carmelite Friars of
Norwich of a plot of land there one hundred feet long by sixty feet broad by
Richard de Hedersete, chaplain, and of a like plot by Adam de Shotesham,
chaplain, for the enlargement of their dwelling house.” [Cal. Patent Rolls, 1330-
1334, (London: HMSO, 1893), 252].

1334, Tues 20 Sept “To all, etc. Friar Thomas de Salthous, prior of the Carmelite Friars of

1343, 15 Aug

1344

1345, 6 Jan

1345, 13 Feb

Norwich and the convent of the same, greeting. Whereas, we have for enlarging
our mansion purchased one messuage sometime of Richard ate Grene, lying
between our mansion north, and the river of Wensum and the messuage sometime
of Alane de Cattone south, whereof the east head abutteth on our aforesaid
messuage, and the west head abutteth on the king’s highway; and the same head
extendeth itself directly over against the street which is called Fishergate to hold
to us and our successors, which said messuage is held immediately of the prior
and convent of Hikelingg, by the service of forty-pence yearly. We therefore, for
having the licence of the same prior and convent for purchasing and entering upon
their said fee, do grant and acknowledge for us and our successors to hold the said
messuage of the aforesaid prior and convent and their successors, by the service
of forty-pence aforesaid, to be paid them yearly.”

N.B. The licence of Richard, prior, and the convent of Hickling, for the friars to
purchase this messuage, is entered the same day in the roll. [Rot. Cart. 8 Edw III:
J. Kirkpatrick, 154].

The community entered the new choir. [Bodley 73, fo. v verso].

The new cemetery was dedicated by fr. John Paschal, O. Carm., who had just
been consecrated bishop of Llandaff. He was acting as suffragan to the bishop of
Norwich. [Bodley 73, fo. v verso].

"Licence for the alienation in mortmain by Master Richard Kyng, John de
Berneye and John de Cheveleye to the prior and Carmelite Friars of Norwich, for
the enlargement of their dwelling, of a plot of land, 21 perches long by 4 perches
broad, and the reversion of another plot, 14 perches long by 13 perches broad,
which Beatrice late the wife of Richard de Herpyngham and Joan, her daughter,
hold for their lives.” [Cal. Patent Rolls, 1343-1345, (London: HMSO, 1902),
377].

"Pardon to the prior and Carmelite Friars of Norwich for acquiring in mortmain
for the enlargement of their dwelling a lane in the city of Norwich, called 'Seint
James Went," 20 perches long and 10 feet broad, from the bailiffs and
commonalty of the city who have the wastes of the city of the king's grant and
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Undated:

1348

Carmelites of Norwich

hold them in chief as is said, and entering therein without licence; and grant that
they may retain the same."

[Cal. Patent Rolls, 1343-1345, (London: HMSO, 1902), 437].

“Edward, by the Grace of God, King of England and France, and Lord of Ireland,
to all, etc. Know ye, that of our special grace we have pardoned to our beloved in
Christ, the prior and friars, etc., of Norwich, the transgression which they
committed, by acquiring to themselves and successors, for the enlargement of
their mansion, a certain lane in the said city, called ‘Seynt Jame’s Wente,’
containing twenty perches in length, and ten feet in breadth, of the bailiffs of the
same city, without our licence, etc.; and do grant, that they may have and hold the
said lane for enlargement of their said mansion for ever; the statute of not putting
lands to mortmain, etc. notwithstanding. Witness myself, at Westminster, the
thirteenth of February, in the year of our reign of England nineteen, and of France
the sixth.” [Kirkpatrick, 155].

The friars agreed to pay 2s. annually to the cathedral priory since they had
acquired property in one of the parishes and there was a consequent loss of
offerings from the servants of the friary.

“Know all men (by these) presents, that whereas certain matters of discord have
been moved between the prior and convent of the cathedral church and the prior
and convent Carmelites, by occasion of the acquiring and occupation of
messuages, late being in the parish of St. James, in the city of Norwich, which the
said prior and convent of the friars of the order of Carmelites of the said city have
lately included in their close and mansion, and of the subtraction of the oblations
and other parish-rights of the servants of the said friars in their conventual-house
with them there dwelling, belonging to the said parish church of St. James and to
the parish church of St. Martin, at the gates of the palace of the bishop of
Norwich, in Norwich, etc. Now it is with mutual consent agreed, namely, that the
said prior and convent of the Carmelites and their successors shall yearly pay to
the said prior and convent of the cathedral church of Norwich and their
successors, two shillings of sterling, for the said messuages so included, etc.”
[Kirkpatrick, 158].

From the 1st January to 1st July, 57,104 persons died, besides religious, died of
the plague in Norwich city. The prior and convent of the Carmelites composed a
prayer for those Carmelites and others who died of the contagion.

“Deus immensae bonitatis ac sempiternae clementiae, pietatis affectu pro aliis
rogare cogimur, qui pro nostris peccatis nequaquam sufficimus; confisi tamen de
tua gratuita benignitate humiliter deprecamur, ut per meritum passionis unigeniti
atque dilecti filii tui, Jesu Christi, et per merita piissimae matris ejus, ac omnium
sanctorum atque sanctarum, animas fratrum nostrorum, et omnium fidelium
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defunctorum, a penis liberare digneris, qui liberasti tres pueros de camino ignis
ardentis et de manu regis iniqui, per eundem Christum dominum nostrum. Amen.”
[Weever’s Funeral Monuments: Blomefield, 175].

There is mention of William, prior of the Carmelites. [Rot. Cart.: Kirkpatrick,
180].

1351, 17 March Frater Hugh Dowdale was described as 'dictis ordinis humilis professor’, when

1353

1360

1361

he was granted spiritual benefits by the Carmelites of Norwich for his gifts of
£100 towards the cost of a new dormitory, a set of vestments worth £22, a censer,
two phials and a basin of silver worth £7, a stone gate worth 10(?) marks and
because he had begun and completed at his own cost the south aisle of the church.
[P.R.O., Ms. E 135/2/50, fo. 26; in A. Little, op. cit., 9].

Note: Hugh Dowdale was one of seven knights (equestris ordinis strenuissimi
milites) who joined the order during the time John Folsham was prior provincial
(1342-8). Hugh was one of three who joined the Carmelites at Norwich. [Brit.
Libr., Ms. Harley 3838, fos. 31-31v].

A provincial chapter was held in Norwich. [Bodley 73, fo. 79v-].
A provincial chapter was held in Norwich. [Bodley 73, fo. 79v-].

Dame Alice Wythe was buried in the church. [Kirkpatrick, 171].

1371, 23 March Robert de Erpyngham in his will (proved 8 June 1371) left the following bequest:

“Item lego fratribus Carmelitis de Norwic. v marcas ad celebrandum pro anima
mea.” [Norwich Consistory Court Wills, Heydon 1370-1383, fo. 9].

1373, 20 Feb John de Banham de Langhale in his will (proved 4 March 1373) left the following

1373, 3 Feb

bequest: “Item lego cuilibet ordini mendicancium in Norwic. scilicet predicatorum,
minorum, Carmelitarum et Augustini xx d. ad celebrandum pro anima mea et
animabus omnium quibus [tentor?].” [Norwich Consistory Court Wills, Heydon
1370-1383, fo. 25v].

Sir Geoffrey Wyth of Smalbergh, knight, in his will (proved 3 Feb 1373)
requested: “et corpus meum ad sepeliendum infra conventuum fratrum ordinis
beate Marie de Monte Carmeli Norwic’.” [Norwich Consistory Court Wills,
Heydon 1370-1383, fo. 35: Kirkpatrick, 168].

1374, 23 Feb John de Berneye, in his will left the following bequests:

“Item cuilibet altero ordinum fratrum dicte civitatis (Norwich) xx d.
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